
Debating Adjudication Sheet .. 
Adjudicator

1st Affirmative Speaker 2nd Affirmative Speaker 3rd Affirmative Speaker 1st Negative Speaker 2nd Negative Speaker 3rd Negative Speaker

Speaker's Name

Time taken
Time allocated 4 mins 4 mins 5 mins 4 mins 4 mins 5 mins
Matter 
Logic, relevance and proof are the cornerstones of matter. 
Consider:

Impact of opening 
Purpose  
Relevance 
Quality argument
Examples / evidence
Quality rebuttal (not first speaker)
Effective closure 

Possible 40

Manner 
The test of effective manner is persuasiveness. Consider:

Gesture  
Persuasiveness
Fluency
Correct use of notes
Emotional appeal 
Vocal dynamics
Grammar & elocution
Body language
Empathy - audience  
Vocabulary

Possible 40

Method
The structure and organisation of each individual speech and 
of the team case and the ability of the team to react to the 
dynamics of the debate.  Consider:

Structure of presentation 
Team - easy to follow
Individual - easy to follow 
Adherence to plan
Team consistency 
Re-assertion of case
Time allocation 
Summary 
Speaking time 
Failure to rebut is a fault

Possible 20

Total                        Possible 100

Ranked Score (Highest Score is 1)
Judges should rank speakers according to
the TOTAL. The highest mark is ranked 1,
next highest 2 and so on. A judge should
not give any two speakers an equal ranking.



1st Affirmative 2nd Affirmative 3rd Affirmative 1st Negative 2nd Negative 3rd Negative 
Speaker Speaker Speaker Speaker Speaker Speaker

Speaker's Name

Adjudicator No. 1 Rankings

Adjudicator No. 2 Rankings

Adjudicator No. 3 Rankings

Total for each Speaker

Total for each Team 
The rankings of all Adjudicators are totalled.
The winner is the team with the lowest total of 
rankings.

Affirmative Team Negative Team


