Year 9 Humanities

ELECTION TIME!

	Sick of the current federal government making the wrong decisions? 

Tired of feeling helpless?

Here’s your chance to HAVE A SAY!


Learning intention: explore key elements of modern democracy, such as the origins, purposes, objectives and constituencies of political parties, and the characteristics and operation of the electoral system.
It is time for the 2010 Federal Election and Australia is calling upon all political parties to nominate their candidates for the upcoming election. Your party will have three weeks to put together your campaign and contend the seat of Ararat College.

STEP 1:

· Put together a team of dedicated and enthusiastic members.

You will need:

· A group of 3 or 4

STEP 2: FILL IN THE TABLE






	· A front man—someone to be the face of the campaign

	

	· A campaign manager—someone to oversee the important decisions
	

	· A media advisor—someone to deal with the media
	

	· Security—protection/other duties
	


STEP 3:

	


· A party name

· Something catchy that represents what your party is about

STEP 4:  Fill in the following details about what kind of party you are:
· Main Aims:
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
· Party Policies:  Choose 3 topics from the list, and say what your party policy is on those three topics.

· Climate change

· Mobile phones and ipods in schools

· Uniforms at school
· Abortion

· Euthanasia

· Censorship

· Education

· Health

· Driving Age

· School Hours

· Refugees

· Environment

· Other
1. Policy topic: ______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
2. Policy topic: ______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
3. Policy topic: ______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
· What are your “election promises”?  (What do you promise to change if you are elected?)
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
STEP 5:  Choose 4 points worth of activities from the table below.  Then split your group of 4 into pairs to get the work done:  (each activity is worth 1 point unless otherwise stated)

	Advertising Poster – research, design, create, and put up in all Yr 9 areas.
	Voting preference cards – plan and negotiate with other parties, who you will give your preferences to.
	Information/persuasive pamphlet – research, design, create.
	News segment on TV (eg holding baby, shaking hands with farmer, reading to PS kids)

storyboard, film, create, show to our class and others.

	10 x newspaper front page headlines (either in favour of your party, or making the opposition look bad)

Consider using pun, alliteration, rhyme to make your headings ‘catchy’

type them up in bold, like real headlines, print, and put up in Yr 9 areas.
	TV Commercial 

storyboard, film, create, show to our class and others.
	Bagging the opposition – come up with 4 media statements in which you make one or more of the other parties look bad.  Write a paragraph for each one.  Type up, and read out to Yr 9 classes.
	Other: 


As a member of Year 9 Humanities 2010 you must enrol to vote by :
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2008 Australian Federal Election

Full Name: ____________________________________


Form:   9 __________

Date of Birth: ________________________ [Make it up]

A guide showing where the UK's 3 main parties stand on key issues
ASYLUM/ IMMIGRATION 
	Labour: Will reduce asylum numbers by tougher rules on settlement and more deportations; electronic register of all crossing borders; skills-based points system for permanent immigrants. 
	
	Conservative: Annual refugee and immigrant quotas; bonds for temporary workers; compulsory health checks; offshore asylum processing centres; new border police; quit UN refugee convention 
	
	Liberal Democrat: Back common EU asylum policy with fair sharing of asylum settlement; allow asylum seekers to work so don't rely on benefits; quota for immigrant workers from outside EU. 


HEALTH devolved in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 

	Labour: Patients able to choose their NHS hospital; waiting times down to 18 weeks; 100 new hospital schemes; 2,700 GMP premises to be improved; no "cut price" hospital cleaning contracts. 
	
	Conservative: Patients able to choose hospital or take 50% of NHS operation price to go private; matrons to keep hospitals MRSA-free; Whitehall targets scrapped; foundation status for all hospitals 
	
	Liberal Democrat: £8bn more on health; reduce diagnostic waiting lists for tests ; free long term care for elderly; free eye tests, drugs for long-term illnesses; ban smoking in public places. 


CRIME devolved in Scotland 

	Labour: Dedicated policing teams for every area; record police numbers already; plans total of 25,000 community support officers; 1,300 more prison places; double cash for drug treatment. 
	
	Conservative: 40,000 extra police; 10-fold rise in drug rehab places; addicts to choose rehab or prison; end some early releases; 20,000 more prison places; judges to set min and max sentences. 
	
	Liberal Democrat: 10,000 extra police; tackle drug dealers rather than cannabis users; out-of-hours school courses against yob culture; local communities decide sentences for low level criminals. 


EDUCATION devolved in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 

	Labour: Parents can select specialist schools; 200 new City Academies; new powers to control truancy and disruption; university top-up fees up to £3,000, with grants for poorest students. 
	
	Conservative: 600,000 new school places to boost choice; allow good schools to expand and new ones created; heads able to expel disruptive pupils; no student fees - charge interest on loans. 
	
	Liberal Democrat: Cut class sizes for youngest children; ensure all children are taught by a qualified teacher in each subject; abolish "unnecessary tests"; scrap university fees. 


