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Learning Goals:

· to develop your ability to structure a long piece of writing, with a clear introduction, body, and conclusion

· to develop your spoken communication skills

· to develop your research skills
You have two weeks to write, edit, practise and be ready to present a speech on the topic of your choice. 

Minimum length: 2 minutes

GENERIC TOPIC EXAMPLES: 

· Something you love, 10 top _________ (cars, websites, meals…)

· A person you admire

· Your opinion about a topic, eg best job in the world, school uniform, bringing iPods to class…

· Advice (for surviving high school, surviving a fire…)

· The trouble with… (parents these days, kids these days…)

· A current problem for teenagers, for the community, in the world
SPECIFIC TOPICS:

· The History of Phones
· Why teens think their mobiles are so important
· The trend of social networking websites like Facebook: good or bad?
· Global Warming: what’s to be done?
· Ned Kelly: legend or criminal?

· How science has improved our lives.
· World War II – causes and effects
Sample Student Speech Outline

(Informative Speech)

Name:  Chris Garcia

Topic:  Aztecs

Specific Purpose:  To inform about the Aztec civilization

I. Introduction
A. Attention-getter:  Have you ever wonder you made the first chocolate drink, or who came out with the color red, or who use for the first time the tomatoes? The Aztec were the first ones.
B. Topic:  Today you will learn some Aztec history, achievement and the fall of their empire.

C. Overview:  Today I will explain some aspects of the Aztec civilization - not only the old Aztec civilization but also the new generation.
D. Your expertise:  I have studied Aztec history for one year and half.
E. Relate topic to audience:  Many of you are not from Aztec decent but never-the-less, you may find it very interesting to learn about this American-Indian culture of the past.
[Transition:  Let’s begin with Aztec history.]

II. Body
A. FIRST MAIN POINT: According to Rand Genera, an Instructor of Reedley College, the Aztec homeland was Aztlan and then they migrated to Mexico.  Aztlan was at Utah, Colorado, Nevada.
1) During the migration the Aztecs where led by ten leaders: one was Tenoch (cactus on a stone), who later became the first Aztec emperor.
2) They were looking for a symbol - that symbol was an eagle in a cactus eating a snake.  Where they found that symbol, that’s where their new home was going to be.
3) Eventually they found the symbol. They called their new home Tenochtitlan.
[Transition:  Now that you know little bit of the Aztec background, let’s talk about two of the great Aztec emperors: Montezuma and Cuathemoc.
B. SECOND MAIN POINT Montezuma and Cuatemoc were the last two Aztec Emperors.
1) Montezuma saw a shooting star, but it was comet.  Montezuma said that the comet was symbol of changes.

2) Two weeks passed and the Spaniards came.
3) The Aztecs believe that their god was white and with golden hair.
4) When the Spaniards killed Montezuma, Cuathemoc became the Aztec Emperor.
5) Cuathemoc knew that the Aztec Empire was going to fall down but he still kept fighting until he got killed.

[Transition:  Now you know the courage that the Aztecs had and still have.  Next I am going to talk about the new Aztecs.]

III. Conclusion
A. Review:  In this speech I have shown you some aspects of Aztec civilization.
B. Restate-topic:  Now you know about the Aztecs and their decent.
C. Memorable ending:  Remember, thanks to the Aztecs we have tomatoes in our pizza!

SELF AND PEER ASSESSMENT RUBRIC                         Name: ___________________

Once you have completed your draft, assess yourself on the following items to see what you may need to develop before your final presentation.  Put S for ‘self assessment’ where you think you are on each component.  Ask another class member to listen to you and assess your speech as well.  They need to put P for ‘peer assessment’.  Hand this in with your second draft.

	Beginning your speech: 
	Excellent
	Very Good
	Good
	Not there

	· begin in a catchy way eg. with a question, a statistic, or a story (eg. your own experience)
	
	
	
	

	· introduce yourself (This doesn’t have to be just saying your name, it might be an explanation of why you became interested in this topic or what kind of experience you have in this area) and acknowledge your audience
	
	
	
	

	· make your topic, and your position on the topic, clear
	
	
	
	

	· tell your audience what you hope to achieve by the end of the speech 
	
	
	
	

	· give an overview of the main areas your speech will go into
	
	
	
	

	The middle of your speech:

	· give real life examples/anecdotes of your or other people’s experiences
	
	
	
	

	· you have used relevant research to support your ideas
	
	
	
	

	· you make your own comments and put in your own ideas about the topic, not just relying on research. You show you have thought about, and have your own perspective, on the topic.
	
	
	
	

	· use of verbal transitions: let the audience know when you are going onto the next main idea:  “That was his childhood.  Now let’s look at his early achievements…”
	
	
	
	

	· when and how to use Powerpoint slides: 

· if you have a list during your speech, such as a list of astrology star signs, or effects of smoking – put it on a slide.  

· if you have pictures, scan or download them and stick them onto a slide
· don’t simply read your entire speech from the slideshow
· when you have words on the screen, don’t be talking about something else, either read the words from the screen, or give the audience time to read it without you talking – you don’t want to be saying one thing and expect the audience to read something different at the same time.
· ensure that you give the audience enough time to look at each slide.
	
	
	
	

	· include your audience by using the pronouns “you” “our” “we” 
	
	
	
	

	· topic relates to them – people care more when they think something will affect them. 
	
	
	
	

	· if your topic allows it: reverse the topic and consider the opposite, for example if your topic is “Friends are there to get us through the tough times in life” consider discussing how sometimes friends are not there in the tough times” or how sometimes it’s strangers who come to our rescue.
	
	
	
	

	Ending your speech:

	· sum up any main points you wish your audience to remember
	
	
	
	

	· make it clear that you have reached the end of your speech
	
	
	
	

	· make a link between your topic and the audience eg “For further information, go to www….”
	
	
	
	

	· end with a powerful or poignant sentence eg “and if nothing else, hopefully my speech to you today will leave you asking the question, ‘…”
	
	
	
	

	Tips for the performance:

	· practise reading so that you are familiar with it, and can look up at your audience – sound like you are talking to your audience, not reading from a sheet!
	
	
	
	

	· stand up straight and look your audience in the eye
	
	
	
	

	· speak clearly and loudly enough for all to hear
	
	
	
	

	· put passion into your voice – it’s contagious  - BELIEVE WHAT YOU’RE SAYING IS IMPORTANT FOR THE AUDIENCE TO HEAR.
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